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A long time ago, there lived an old man and
an old woman.

Their household was very poor, and although it
was New Year’s Eve, they did not have any rice to

make rice cakes.

The two gathered all the materials at their

house, and made five woven hats of straw.

“T will sell these straw hats in the town and buy
some fish and rice.”

“Please, take care.”

The old man carried five straw hats, wore shoes
made of straws and left the house to the town

through snowy paths.
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The town was very lively and crowded,

“Straw hats! Straw hats! Does anyone want

a straw hat?”

The old man shouted as loud as he could, and
walked around the town. However, not a single

hat was sold.

“Sigh--- There is no one here to buy straw hats.
If I go back home without bringing back anything,

my wife is going to be sad---”

He was very depressed and slowly walked back

to his home.




