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It was Mary'’s favorite day of the year: Christmas Eve.

“Here you go Mary, this is your present. You may

open it.”

The present she received from her dad had a large
head with a handsome face and was dressed in

a costume of a soldier.

“This is called the ‘Nutcracker’. Pass it over to me.”

Her father took the Nutcracker and put a walnut

inside his mouth.

“C'mon Mary, now try pulling the lever on his back.”
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Mary pulled the lever, then it made a cracking noise.

“Oh wow! The hard shell of a walnut cracked so

easily!”

She really liked this Nutcracker and she sat on

a couch cracking walnuts with it for a while.

That night, Mary placed the Nutcracker on the shelf
by the bed and went to sleep.

During the night, she woke up to a noise,

“Hm? Is anyone there?”
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