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Karen lost her parents to disease when she was a small
child and was living together with her grandmother.
Karen's grandmother took great care of Karen and taught

her a lot of things like reading, writing as well as sewing.

Then, Karen’s 15th birthday came.

In this country, there was a tradition to hold
a celebration ceremony at church when one turned fifteen.
As Karen was told that her grandmother will buy her new
clothes and shoes for the ceremony, she was excited to go

out for shopping with her grandmother in a carriage.

Karen was looking at a wide variety of shoes in different
colors, displayed on glass shelves.

Then, she stumbled upon bright red enamel shoes.
Karen felt a mysterious charm from the shoes and she got

her grandmother to buy them for her.
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On Sunday, Karen put on her newly bought red shoes
and headed to church.

There were a lot of people gathered at the church.
As soon as Karen got off the carriage, the people looked at

Karen's red shoes and said,

"Oh dear, she came to the church with red shoes on.
She is such a peculiar girl."

"I have no idea what's the meaning of that..."

Karen didn't know there was a tradition that people must
wear black shoes when entering church.
Karen's grandmother didn't realize the shoes' color due

to her poor eye sight.

(Everyone's looking at my red shoes. They must be

thinking my shoes are pretty.)

Karen wasn't aware that the people were actually

watching her with disapproval.
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