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Once upon a time, there was an old couple.

Since the old couple didn't have a child, they
prayed to God each and every day,

"God, please, please give us a dear child."

Then God accepted their wishes and gave them

a tiny, little boy.
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Since that boy was as short as an Issun, the old

couple named the boy Issunboshi.
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Although several years have passed since then,
Issunboshi never grew any bigger.

However, the old couple rigidly taught Issunboshi
many things, such as how to wield a sword, and
the manners of samurai.

And owing to their efforts, Issunboshi grew up to be

a good and wise child.

One day, Issunboshi said to the old couple,

"Grandfather, grandmother, I will embark on
*2
a journey. As a samurai, I want to go to the capital

and serve in the samurai family's house there."

The couple was very surprised, but also delighted at
their child's growth and they allowed Issunboshi to

leave for the capital.
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