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A long time ago, there was a girl called Maruschka

who lived in a small village.

She lived with her step-mother and her

step-sister.

Maruschka was a very beautiful and kind girl.

Her step-mother and sister were very envious of
her and so made her do all the chores; from cleaning
the house and washing laundry, to preparing meals,

milking cows and collecting the firewood.

However, Maruschka never complained and

completed all the chores silently everyday.
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One day in the end of the year, an official letter

from the King was sent to everyone in the country.

In the letter, it said,

“My dearest daughter is suffering from
an extremely terrible disease. She said that she
wants to see violet flowers. If anyone can find some
violet flowers for her, I will reward you with

a basket-full of gold coins.”

When the step-mother and the step-sister read it,

they quickly called Maruschka over.




