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Once upon a time, a group of five thieves came to
a small village called Hananoki.

When the thieves passed along the northern river and
got to the edge of the village, they saw children and
cows playing together and enjoying the pleasant

breeze.

Shortly after the five of them hid in the bushes,
the head of the thieves said,

"Alright, I will be hiding here, so you guys go into
the village and scout ahead. When you find rich houses
there, see if you can break their windows, if they keep
dogs and such. It hasn't been that long since you guys
became thieves, so be careful not to make any
mistakes."

"Yes, sir!"

And so the four thieves went into the Hananoki

Village.
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Having seen the four thieves leave, the head thief sat
down on a tuft of grass by the river. This thief had been
a real thief for so many years. Until just recently, before
he took on his four apprentices, he had been stealing all

alone.

After a short while, one of his apprentices,
Kamaemon, returned.

Kamaemon had been an ironmonger until yesterday,
making his living by making cauldrons and pots, as well

as fixing holes in kettles.

"Hey, boss!"

"How was it?"

"I've found a great house. There was a huge house
along the west river. The rice pot there turned out to be

huge so they can cook lots of rice at once!"
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