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There once lived a boy named Nello who lived
within the Flanders region of Belgium.

He lived with his grandfather and a dog called
Patrasche.

His grandfather’s job was to collect fresh milk
from farms in the village and take it to the city of
Antwerp. One day, Nello and Patrasche were
helping his grandfather do his job, as usual, whilst
pushing a cart loaded with milk cartons all
the way to the city.

Nello had always visited the church whenever
he came to the city of Antwerp. In the church,
there was a picture of Saint Mary painted by
an artist called Rubens. Nello loved to paint. There
was also another picture at the church painted by
Rubens, however, he had to pay money to look
at that picture. Unfortunately, he could not afford
to see it, therefore, he had never seen it before.
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Nello had a friend called Alois. Her family was
very rich, and the big wind-wheel in the village
was owned by her father, Cogez.

Nello had always shown his drawings of
the beautiful views of Patrasche to Alois.

“Nello, your drawings are amazing. You will
become an incredible artist one day.”

“Thanks, my dream is to become an artist like
Rubens.”
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